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A T R U E S T O R Y O F L O N G A G O 

2 7 A 1 B U N K E R H I L L R O A D S 

S A L E M , O R E G O N 9 7 3 0 6 

3 6 2 - 1 1 3 8 



C H R I S T M A S C A M E E V E R Y Y E A R A N D M O S T L Y I T W A S M E R R Y . C O M M U N I T Y 

S H A R I N G W I T H A G R E A T F I R T R E E I N T H E Q U A K E R C H U R C H ^ T R I M M E D A N D W I T H 

S M A L L P R E S E N T S . . . P R O G R A M S A N D S O N G . F O O D W A S N E V E R A P R O B L E M ^ B U T 

" C A S H M O N E Y " W A S . G O O D I E S . F R I E N D S . C A R O L S ( N E W S H O E S . M A Y B E ) , 

T R E E S . W E L I V E D W I T H T R E E S . W E M A Y H A V E B E E N D E P R I V E D . . . B U T W E 

D I D N ' T K N O W I T . I N F A C T W E W E R E F O R E V E R T H A N K I N G O U R L U C K Y S T A R S . 

A N D H E A V E N I N P A R T I C U L A R , F O R O U R G R E A T G O O D F O R T U N E - - T O B E A L I V E 

A N D W E L L . H A P P Y A N D H E A L T H F U L . W E S H E D T E A R S O V E R T H E P L I G H T O F 

" T H E L I T T L E M A T C H G I R L . " A W A I F O F T H E L O N D O N S T R E E T S W E R E A D A B O U T . 

W E W E R E S O S O R R Y F O R C H I L D R E N I N G R E A T C I T I E S W H O C O U L D N ' T A F F O R D 

A C H R I S T M A S T R E E . W E H A D O N L Y T O C H O O S E T H E O N E M O S T B E A U T I F U L . 

T H E N T H E R E C A M E T H E T I M E , T H R O U G H M I S F O R T U N E S O F A L L K I N D S , B A D 

W E A T H E R , P O O R C R O P S , L O S S O F L I V E S T O C K , D E B T S A N D I L L N E S S , T H A T 1^E~^ 

C O U L D A F F O R D N O T H I N G B U T A T R E E . . . F O R O U R C H R I S T M A S . 

N O T H I N G T O S P A R E F O R G I F T S , E V E N M A T E R I A L T O M A K E S O M E . I T W A S 

G O I N G T O B E A S A D S E A S O N . E V E N W I T H P L E N T Y T O E A T A N D W O O D F I R E S T O 

K E E P U S W A R M . . . A N D E A C H O T H E R . 

T H E N M A M A H A D A N I N S P I R A T I O N . W E W O U L D A L L D O S O M E T H I N G F O R T H E 

B A B Y . S H E C O U L D N ' T K N O W A N Y T H I N G A B O U T W H Y T H E R E W E R E N O G I F T S . 

W E W E R E B I G A N D C O U L D T A K E I T . H E R E I W A S A L L O F N I N E . . . I T H I N K . 

S O A F E W D A Y S B E F O R E T H E G R E A T D A Y . M Y L I T T L E S I S T E R ' S D O L L D I S A P P E A R E D . 

S H E C O U L D N ' T F I N D I T A N Y P L A C E B E C A U S E W E W E R E W O R K I N G O N A S E C R E T 

P R O J E C T A F T E R S H E W A S A S L E E P I N B E D . 



D A D B R O U G H T I N T H E N I C E S T , G R E E N F I R T R E E E V E R . I N T H E W A R M T H O F 

T H E H O U S E I T S M E L L E D S O G O O D . I T W A S A P L E A S U R E T O T R I M . I S T R U N G 

P O P C O R N . M A D E P A P E R C H A I N S . C U T O U T S O F C L O W N S A N D T H A T J O L L Y F E L L O W , 

S T I L L K N O W N A S S A N T A . T H A T W A S M Y J O B . A N D I W E N T A L L O U T . E V E N 

B A K I N G C O O K I E - D O U G H L I T T L E M E N W I T H D R I E D F R U I T B U T T O N S A N D S T R I N G 

H A N G E R S . 

M E A N T I M E . M A M A A N D G R A N D M A H A N N A R E C O N D I T I O N E D T H E K I D - L E A T H E R - B O D I E D 

B I S C U I T - H E A D E D D O L L . W I T H S C R A P S O F T U R K E Y - R E D C O T T O N L E F T O V E R 

F R O M Q U I L T S . T H E Y F A S H I O N E D A B R A N D N E W O U T F I T . I T H A D A F U L L S K I R T , 

L O N G S L E E V E D B L O U S E . W I T H A F I N I S H I N G T O U C H O F L A C E L E F T O V E R F R O M 

L A S T Y E A R ' S N E W C U R T A I N S . A S A N O V E R L A Y . S H E W A S C O M P L E T E W I T H N E W 

P A N T I E S M A D E O U T O F F L O U R S A C K M U S L I N . S H E W A S R E S P L E N D A N T T I E D T O 

T H E T R E E I T S E L F . A B O U T H A L F - W A Y U P W H E R E O P A L C O U L D B U T S E E I T . 

F I R S T O F F . C H R I S T M A S M O R N I N G A S S H E C A M E D O W N S T A I R S . 

W E A L L L I N E D U P T O W A T C H . B E A U T I F U L . . . I T M A D E H E R D A Y . I T W A S A 

J O Y F O R A L L . 

A N D D O E S N ' T T H E G O O D B O O K S A Y : " I T I S M O R E B L E S S E D T O G I V E T H A N T O 

R E C E I V E ? " 



W A R N I N G 

A T Y O U R O W N R I S K 

M A Y B E Y O U H A D B E T T E R N O T R E A D T H I S . ' T I S V E R Y S A D , B U T I T I S 

T H E T R U T H , S O I M U S T W R I T E I T D O W N . ' 

I HAD A N O L D E R S I S T E R , T O O . I T WAS H E R J O B TO T I D Y U P . S O 

A F T E R B R E A K F A S T W H E N E V E R Y O N E WAS B U S Y , O P A L E N J O Y I N G H E R " N E W " D O L L ; 

PAPA S P L I T T I N G WOOD TO KEEP THE O V E N GOING TO ROAST OUR DINNER; M A M A , 

GRANDMA AND I DOING SMALL CHORES IN THE K I T C H E N , SHE APPROACHED THE 

L I V I N G ROOM BROOM IN H A N D . 

BEFORE I KNEW IT SHE HAD DISMANTLED MY PRECIOUS T R E E , MY BEAUTIFUL 

T R E E , MY LABOR OF L O V E , MY ONLY C H R I S T M A S AND TOSSED IT OUT ONTO THE 

BURNING P I L E . SHE SAID SHE THOUGHT IT HAD SERVED ITS PURPOSE . . . 

THERE WERE NO MORE PRESENTS ON I T . USELESS . . . SO THROW IT O U T . I T 

WAS USEFUL TO M E . I T MY MY "SHINING CiTY ON A HiLL." SO BE CAREFUL 

WHAT YOU THROW O U T , IT MIGHT BE SOMEBODY'S D R E A M . MAKE SURE IT ISN'T 

YOUR O W N . W E A L L NEED D R E A M S . 




