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Oregon State Archives

• Oregon Secretary of State. 

• Reference Unit is one of three divisions within OSA.

• Official repository for permanently valuable records created by 
state agencies and their political subdivisions.

• Public records, writings, and illustrative materials of value or 
interest for legal, administrative or research purposes.

Authority: ORS 192.005 – 192.170  & ORS 357.805 – 357.895



What’s in OSA?



Provisional & Territorial records Gubernatorial records



Agency Records

• Census

• Land records

• Military

• Naturalization

• State Hospital records

• Probate

• Vital* 
• Birth
• Death 
• Marriage 
• Divorce



County records and inventories 

https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/records/county/Pages/county-inventories.aspx


Legislative: tracings, minutes, audio logs, 
recordings & original bill files 

https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/Pages/records/legislative_tracings.aspx


Who Uses OSA?

• Genealogists

• State Agencies 

• Legislators

• Attorneys

• Academics

• Avocational 
Researchers



Fulfilling 
Requests 
Remotely
Non-COVID hours: 

Monday – Friday, 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 
1:00 – 4:45 p.m. 
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Online Resources

• Early Oregonians Database
• Documents individuals who lived in Oregon prior to statehood

• Oregon Historical Records Index 

• Historic & Scenic Photograph Collections 

• Records Guides

• Oregon Records Management Solution (ORMS)

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personProfileSearch.do?earlyOregonian=true&searchReset=true
https://genealogy.state.or.us/
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/Pages/records/historical-photos.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/pages/records.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/Pages/orms.aspx


Exhibits

https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/Pages/exhibits.aspx


Current Exhibit

https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/suffrage/Pages/default.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/suffrage/Pages/default.aspx


Requesting Records

• Reference.Archives@Oregon.gov

• 503-373-0701 (option 1)

• Online order form

• In-person 
• (temporarily suspended)

mailto:Referece.Archives@Oregon.gov
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/Pages/order.aspx


In doubt?
Reach out! 

Mary McRobinson

Reference Unit Manager

503-373-0701 (option 1)

Reference.archives@oregon.gov

800 Summer St. NE 
Salem, Oregon 


